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ienna a Good Model to Avoid at Peace Table

By J. L. de Bekker

FTER the armistice, which in this

cage spells the unconditional sur-

yender of the Hun war machine,

ecomes the congress at which de-

wils of the peace aro to be determined by

e vietors and imposad upon the van-
qll.llh‘d'

Where shall it be beld? Speculative com-

ment pased on information from an au-
{horitative source indicated last week, ac-
crding to The Tribune, that Washington
was America’s first choice and the second
cholee of several of the Allies. France, for

ous reasons, would prefer Veraailles, |

god there would be ironic justice in shear:

tng from theo Hohenzollern the insignia of

gorld power in the place where he first
d as imperial majesty.

Who will attend? There is precedent for

ng that the chiefs of state of all the

Allies will be presont in person, for a time

54 last, although the actual work will be

¢d by the premiers or diplomatic
sresontatives of the highest rank.

With the conditions of the peace the
vanquished have nothing to do. It is theirs
1o sccept and obey, unless they are suf-
flstently adroit to cresite a breach hetween
she nations, which may easily have learned
by new that only by unity of purpose and
command was the triumph of arms possible;
«hat only by perfect accord can the peace
pe made lasting.

No less skilful in mnegotiation than in
arms, it is only at the peace table thut the
Hdn {8 etill to be feared. Always, except
in dealing with the first Napoleon, Prussia
has emerged with gains. This is the secret
of her growth from the petty Marquisate of
Brapdenburg to so commanding a position
that for a time her dream of world domin-
jon by brute force scemed possible of re-
alization, Now that she cannot hope to gain,
e will strive to minimize her losses, to ad-
just berself to new conditions, as France did
i the Congress of Vienna, following the
srerthrow of Napoleonic rule.

But where ¥rance succeeded there is
reason to hope that Prussia will fail, France
4gd Telleyrand to direct her diplomacy,
Where will TPrussia match him?  With
Hobenlobe, presumed to be =still sulking in
Switzerland? With Lichnowaky, the too
{ruthful Pole?

Hither of these men, had they been heeded
fire years ago, might bave heen able to pre-
veat the greatest catastrophe in the history
of dvilization and the ruin of their coun-
tey, Solitary tigures, they have been heid
ap to the scorn of Mitteleuropa, and the re-
mect in which they ate held by civilized
bumanity is tempered by the knowledge
that anything they might egree to as pleni-
potentiaries would be regarded by the Junk-
e &8 fcraps of paper,

Bat a8 the unigne exemplar of wha? is to
come, Wherever the peace conference is to
be held, no matter who is to =it at table,
people are turning to-day to the records of
the Congress of Vienna, and its aftermath,
the Roly Alliance.

Trly 80 @eumenical gathering was this
congresy, and the Holy Alliance which grew
from it Its theology was far from taking
on the tisge of Anglicanism, which. as the
witty bishop said, “has nothing to do with
polities or religion,” for it combined both.
Tet never was there a gathering of the
mighty men of the earth which might mors
tnly have repeated, in the words of Lhe
Mglican ritnal: “We have lefi undone the
things we ought to have done; we have done
{hthings we ought not to have done, and
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guarantees for the future, are things now to
be demanded,

Napoleon Had Gone
to Elba

The Congress Vienna assembled in
September, 1814. The “Corsican Ogre,” as
the nglish called him, was no lonper Em-
peror of tlie French, but Emperer of Elba.
The King of Rome, “L’Aiglon,” and Marin
Luiza, his mother, were under the protection
of the Hapshurg, who had more than once
called upon hia “dear son-in-law’” for help,
but now felt disgraced by the misalliance
into which his daughteér bad been foreed:
was somewhat disposed to shut her up in a
convent; and later winked nt her left-hand-
«d marriage with A mere Austrian noble, All
the world rejoiced that carnags was at sn
end and that the time had come when a
league of mations would make a repelition
of such a ealamity unthinkabie

of

Came to Vienps the Czur Alexander of
Russis, stalely in presence. liboral in spirit,
by far the noblest of Napoleon’s foes. His
wag the dominating figure. Came also the
Prussian King, who had erawled bofore the
Corsican and had sent the beautiful Louisa,
vainly as it proved, to intercede for him.
Followed the kings of Denmark, of Bavaria,
of Wurttemberg, and all of the margrafs,
burgrafs, princes, dukes—all who survived
of 200 sovereigns and proprietors of states
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and highnesses, to say nothing of serenities
and  other “hochwellgeboren,” were Met-
ternich, the leading Austrian statesman of
hig generation: Taleprrund, bishop, terror-

ist, dinlomat, & ptinee by the grace of

i

Napoleon, but always veady to sell him out |

in accordance with the Nighest patriotic

ideals; Castlercagh, much jeered at by the :
wits and poets of Britain; Wellington, the |
greatest English gencral Ireland ever pre- |
dueced; Flirst Hardenburg and Savant Hum- |
boldt, both devoted to their Prussian master, |

and Count Nesselrode, spokesman for the
Duregiun Czar, and o greal namo in those

CoONGRESS OF LennmA

<

NAroLEON
versions and feastings and hard drinkings
as Vienna well knew how to provide. There
was muech talk, but the months dragged
along without achievement,

“The Congress of Viennn does not walk,

a

ViscounT CasriermEacy

-

THE PRINCE o~F

o
T METrrERNICH

but it dances," said the Prines de Ligne, the |

Lennest abzerver, the wittin

yand the fuaest

Matternich, accepting the witticism that
Holy Roman Empive Napoleon had de-
stroyed was “neither liely, Roman nor an

e

The one thing unon which all were agreed |

was that France should be rendered power-
less and stripped of every bit of land she
had taken by force of arms.

: Taﬂeyrand Could

Speak on Both Sides

Talleyrand, wha had lied glibly for Bona-
parte, coulidl prevaricate for Rourbon, his
new master. By making the vietors quarrel
among themeelves, he sought to =ave France,

FEventually territorial readjustmoents wera |

| worked out along these lines:

empire;'’ wished to sdbstitute for it a *“Con-

faderation of the Sovereign I'rinees and
Free Towns of Germany” (which is what
it really was), with the Hapsburgs ss its
hereditary chiefs.

Prugsia, originally the Braulenburg mar-
quisate on the northern border of Saxony,
wished to grab that kingdom, which, she
pointed cut, had remeined faithful to Na-

polgon, while she, Prussta, had been glad

| Rhine;

Holland and Belgium were to be united |

to form a barrier agalnst ¥ wnce to the
north, Swisd neutrality was to be Fuarin-
teed; HMaly was again divided, the Republie
of Genoa being given to Sardinia, and Vene-
tia to Auslria in compensation for the Span-
ish Netheriande, now to form part of the
kingdom of Holland; wicked CAXONY WaN
nunished by pivicg halt her lands to virtu-
ous Prussia, and

Prussia was further ra-

warded by sugmenting her ferritories on the

Polish state, took the greater part of the
Duchy of Warsaw, all that had heen loft
frea by the third partition of the ancient
republie, and also relieved Sweden of re-
sponsibility for Finland, giving her Nor-
way instead, and permitting the dual king-

| dom to crown Bernadotte, once Napoleon's

]

The “Corsican Ogre” escaped from Elbs.
was embraced by the Bourbon legions sent
to capture him, and bade fair fo rule the
world again. There followed the Hundred
Days, then Waterloo, then Napoleon's sec-
ond abdication, dated Paris, June 23, 1915
Nominaliy, the Congress of Vienna had been
in session from September, 1814, until June.

| 1815. Actually it ceased to function When

Napoleon resumed the reins of gevernment
and did not reassemble after his final exile

It had laid the soclal discontent of the
dethroned petty princes by conferring upon
them grandiose titles and special privileges:
It had made the barons of the old empire
into counts, and the counts into princes; it
had sown the seed of future revolution in
Poland, Finland, Belgium, Italy, Norway.
It had carefully conserved, where possible.
the righta of the major dynasties, divided

| the swag among the powers big enough to
| insist opon their share, but except for its

impotent pronunciamento regarding slave-
ery. had paid not the slightest regard to the
masses of humanity, who were disposed of
by arbitrary methods, as ususl, and with-
out the formality of asking their advice and
consent,

Now Came the
Holy Alliance

The Corsican safely caged in St. Helens,
the heaven-sent sovereigns of Europe a:
sembled in Paris. where, September 14, old
slyle, Seplember 28, new, 1815, the Hol:
Allisnce was proclaimed, thereafter to I
Gommonly referred to by the major portion
of mankind as the “Unholy Allirnce.” Thi:
alliance, wholly reactionary, and meant tu
fasten autocracy upon the peoples, whu hed

sensed some glimmerings of freedom in tho
| brighter days of the French Revolution.
| began with s preamble which, for hypoerisy

and cant, for asumed intimacy with Goo
Almighty, even Wilhelm II has not beer

able to improve upon:

“In the name of the Most Holy and In
divieible Trinity: Holy Allisnce of Sove:
eigns of Austria, Prussia and Bussia. Thei
Mujesties the Emperor of Austria, the King
of Prussia and the Emperor of Russia, hav
ing . acquired the intimate convie
tion of the necessity of =ettling the steps {0
be observed by the puwers in their recipro
cal relations upon the sublime truths which
the Holy Religion of Qur Saviour tesches:
They solemnly deciare that the present act
has no othér object than to publish, in the
face of the whole world, thelr first resolu
tion, both in the administration of their re
speclive states and in their political rels
tions with every other government, to take
for their sole guide the precepls of that
holy religion, namely the precepts of Jus
tice, Christian Charity and Peace.

“The three allied princes looking upon
themeelves as merely delegated by Prov!
dence to govern three branches of one
family, namely, Austrin, Prussia and Russin,
thus confessing that the Christian world, of
which they and their peoples form a part
has in reality no sovereign other than Him
to whom slone power roslly belongs ™

To this remarkable document, with mon

| or lesa speed, the fellowing government:

| then became signalory:

3 : | Franee,
tussig, abandoning her plans for a |

Naplez, Sardinia
Spain. His Royal Highness the
Prince Regent of Great Britain, ete., sent
his approval, although he did not become a

| party to the Alliance.

Ferhaps enomgh has been said to show how
disregard of national aspirations and of
such human rights s8 are set forth in
America’s Declaration of Independence . may
preserve through the deliberations of

deys, sinee immortalized by o pudding | gentleman of afl the grand seigneurs of hiz | to strike (he tyrant, The facts, were, of | marshal, as king; PBritain kept the Dutch | peace conference sll the elements of di:

Were is no health in us.” of the Holy Roman Empire who could beg Came none to renresent the masses who had @ day vourde, that Prus hud been willing to black | and French colonics <he had seized. cord necessary for a century’s future om
Dypaetic rights, balauce of power, the di- or borrow the money with which to make shed thoir blood und spent their hoardings aor it Was nolb Yo walk, but run. Moan the Corsiean’s bougs until such time as she | Tlie congress, apparently, had ceased to broilments of humanity. The Congress of
Yoity that doth hedge a king; cant, hum- | the journey-—all cager to share in the to ppbuild the cmpire of Napolean; wor | time: for the resettiement of Furepe a | could knffe Him in the haek: but it was not | dance and begun to march. It put itself on | Vienna and the Holy Allirnce are, at an
Mg and hypoerisy—these were cardinal spoil4, to obtain new recognition of their those who had visked theie lives and theie | thousand eompror were offerid, the pole 0F Austria to point this out. There | veeonrd as againet slavery, and in favor of | rate, well worth 1'hs_|.-'nnrfu1 study of l!w-;
iringiples evolved by the powers that over- | divina rights as petty tyrants. savings Lo destrov it, Caar Alexander, wiser than his fellow | was the King of Wome, living proof of | the free navigation of international rivers, | public servants charged with aveiding such
threw tho first Napoleon. MNationality, mp- Delegates to the congress itself, over- It was a vast and notable gathering, given | sovereigns, wished to reconstitute the Pol- | Austrin's former regard for the fallen des- | #uch as the Rhine and the Danube. Then it dangere in the light of three grneration:
Mtative government, reparation and | shadowed by imperial and roval majesties | to reluxing the cares of stabe with such di- | 1sh atate. - pot. | Tan. | of almost constant warfare.
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RITONS at times have a vast and ] where traditions persist gemeration afler 1o mere lufly gaucherio, it i3 our epecial
= 3

sWorfhy

pleasant candor about them- |

5 selves that reflects the persist-

ent desire for truthfulness ani-
mating the British epirit. We haven't
always coincided with what literary ob-
servers like Dickens and Kipling and
Bemnett and Wells have said about us,
but when the novelists describe their
own England, we turn open ecars. Here
I8 Galsworthy on both of us, the Eng-
lish and ourselves, and he approaches
farlemly some of the things that in =

Comp

generation withont anything to break them
up; where blood remains undoctored by
new @irains; demeanor becomes erystal-
lized for lack of contrasts, and manncr
gets set like a plaster mask. The English
manner of to-day, of what arc ecalled the
classes, is the growth of only a century
or so. Thera was probably nothing at all
like it in the days of Elizabeth or even of
Charles the Second. The English manner
was still racy when the inhabitants of
Virginia, as we are told, sent over tu usk
that there might be dispatelied to them

| some hierarchical asslatance for the good

boedy and sacrificial war we have been |

willing to forget, some of the peculjari-
ties of both sides of the Anglo-Saxon
group that each side has still to under-
Stand in the other. On that under-
Handing, Galsworthy says in “The Yale
Review,” the future happiness of na-

tions depends more than on any other
fatse,

“l bave never held a whole-hearted brief |

for the Britisy character. There is a Int
*f good in it, but much which is repellent.

" bas & kind of deliberate unatiractive- |

T#es, setting out om its journey with the
Vords: ‘Take me or leave me.' One may
THPect 8 person of this sort, but it'a diff-
Ut either to know or to like himn. [ am
old that an American officer said recently

® 8 British staff offcer in a (riendly
Yoice:
together!® and the British staff offi-

O teplied: ‘Really!’ No wonder Ameri-
2 sometimen say: Tve got no use for
fellows! The world ls consecrate
Strangeness and discovery, and the atti-
e of mind concreted in that ‘Really!’
Teemy unforgivable, till one remembers
::‘ d‘v!‘! manner rather than matter
Briton, Wides the hearts of American nnd

10 & huge, st half-developed country,
Nabig *very kind of nationsl type and
o €0Mmes to ran a new thread into the

‘pestry of American Iife and thought,
Mre must find 16 almoat impossible to
the lite of a little old fsland

'Bo we're going to clean up Lrother ]

of their souls, and were answered: ‘D—n
your souls, grow tobacco!’
“But this British self-consciousness is

s

form of what Germana would eall Kultur.
emotion, the Briton retains control of seif,
and is thinking: “That's all I'll let them

foundered; bad in that it fostors a narvow
outlook; starves emolion, spentaneity, and
frank sympathy; destrovs grace and what

one may describe rvoughly ns the lovahle
side of personality. The Tnglish havdly
ever aay just what comes min their heads,
What we call *ood fornn' {the unwritten

law which governs certain ela aof 1hn
Hriton, savora of the dull and glacial; but

there lurks within it a core of wvirtue. It

has grown up like c¢allous shell round two

hpe ideals suppriession of the ego lest it
| trample ou the corns of other people; and
exsltation. of the maxim: ‘Deeds buolore

Behind every manifeatation of thought or |

see'; even: 'That’s all 'l let myself fecl' |
This stoicism is good in its refusal to he |

words,” i

“A Frenchman, Andeé Cheveillon, whosae
book, 'Englund and the War, T commend
to anyone who wizhes to understand Trit-
ish peculiavitios, used these words in
recent letter: ‘You English are so straage
to us French, you are so utterly different
from any other people in the world! ¥
W

dare a lonely race.
that
over

Deep 1m our b :
I think, we fedl oily tne Amerlean
peeple could understand s,
And  being extraordinarily self-conscious,
perverse, and proud, we o our hest
hide from Americans that we have any
such feeling, 1L would distress the aver-

realls

ares British | and Ame

il

to | are not s

| better than French,

age Briton to confess that he wanted

to

be understood, had anything so natural as |

a craving for fellowship or for being liked.

Thera is
tervifying about our character, ahout the
depth at which it keeps its real yearnings,
about the perversity with s:hich it dis-

guises them, and its inability to show its |

feelings. We nre, deep down, under all our
lazy mentality, the most combative and
competitive vace in the world, with the ex-
haps of American,
. link
one of the preat barrviers
te friendship between the twp peoples, We
ri. whether we are better men
than Americans. Whether we are really
Germans, Russians,

ception pe the
“Thig A8 nti

America, and yot

with

o a spivitual

something touching and |

rican Manners

Italians, Chinese or any other race, is, of | It is a= though a man went out and en

course, more thar a queetion, but those

countered, in the street, whut he though!

pooples are all so different from us that | for the moment was himself, and, wounded

we are bound, T suppose, secretly to con-
sider oureelves superior. But
Americans and ourseives under al' differ-

between |

| ences there is some mysterious deep kin- |

ship which csuses us to doubt, and makes
us irrvitable, as if we were continoally be-

ing tickled by that question: Now, am I
really a better man than he? Exactly
what propertion of American blood st this
time of day British T uw not; but

enough tu make us definitely cousins—al-
ways an awkward relationship. We sce in
Americans a sort of image of ourselves:
feel near encugh, yet far enough, to eriti-
cise and carp at the points of difference.

Shaw Sax_sﬁ___

By George Bernard Shaw

A interview wnth Sir Edward Carson,
the Ulster leader, was submitted to
George Bernard Shaw for his com-
ment. This is what he wrote:

HI§ interview is unintentionally
funny. The interviewer asks
Sir Edward Carson questions

George Moore and George Bernard
Shaw. He might as well have addressed
such questions to King William III. Sir
Edward Carson has never read “The
Untilled Field"”; and if by any miracle
he could be induced to read the preface
to “John Bull's Other Island” he would
turn his face to the wall and die.

1t must be very difficult for an American
to conceive how ignorant, not merely

lrmthing of constitutional law.

| of modern literature, but of modern po- |

litical science, a member of the British

House of Commons can be even after |

it, on its front
Politics there means simply

i lifetime spent in
benches.

| electioneering as a move in the party

game. Harder still is it to realize that
8 man may achieve a leading position
at the British bar and know absclutely

about modern literature: about | present.

It
plain from 8Sir Edward Carson's first
answer—the all important one—that the
Irish question is to him what it iz to a
child saying its lessons out of a “Little
Arthur's History of England”; that is, a
question of whether Ireland and England
are to be separate, independent, foreign
kingdoms or exactly what they are at

other basis, and it is on this childish as-
sumption that he has organized armed
rebellion and sought the assistance of
Germany, with the effect of destroyving
the authority and prestige of parliamen-
tary institutions in England and con-
vincing the Kaiger that the British Em-
pire, confronted with a civil war in Ul-
ster, would not fizht. What can one say
but “Sancta Simplicitas!”

Home Rule for Ireland is not Sepu-
ration: it is the alternative to Separation.
The advocates of Sepuration fiereely op-
pose the Home Rule party, and, like Sir
Bdward Carson, raise arped forces to
defy the British Parliament. They say
of Home Rule exactly what Sir Edward
Carson says, ‘“‘We won't have it."

Sir Edward Cars

o
15

i

Iis answer has no sense or any |

on Is a Home Ruler!

two parliaments in what he calls “the
heart of the empire” without social,
finanecial and economic disaster, constant
friction and ultimate secession. He does
not know that the constant friction gen-

| erated by the attempt to govern the

British Empire from London has long
gince been relieved by the creation of
several parliaments in British North
America, several parliaments in Austral-
asia and a parliament in South Afriea,
and that this war has proved that these

parliaments and their constituencies have |

rallied enthusiastically to the empire in

India are thorns in its side, and ironical
contradictions to its professions of dem-
ocratic good faith.

Please remark that Sir Edward Car-
son's ignorance as to the political con-
stitutions of the empire he champions is
not an affectation, like his innocence as to
the question ahout the morality imposed
by the Irish priesthvod. No statesman
would compromise himself by an ex-
hibition of political ignorance before the
American public if he really knew any
better. Sir Edward knows just one thing

Sir Edward Carson cannot conceive | more than the apprentices who shut the

= ? | an Irish Parliament?
its day of need, while Ireland, Egypt and | he swallow the one and strain at tha
| other?

| king while

gates of Derry against James II; and

that is that the United States have sepa-
rated themselves (no doubt, in his opin-
ion, temporarily, regrettably, and rebel-
liously) from Great Britain. And he
cannot draw the moral even of that.

In the end, as might be expected, Sir
Edward Carson turns out to be a Home
Ruler. Like Sir Horace Plunkett, he
wants an Irish Cabinet to advise the
Irieh Executive and to frame schemes for
the British Parliament. But how on earth
is he to have an Irish Cabinet without
And why should

It is like demanding an Irish
ingisting on an English
beadle. Let Sitr Edward think out his
scheme for five minutes with competent
expert advice, and he will see that his
Irish Cabinet—not, observe, an Ulster
(Cabinet, but an Irish Cabinet—will land
him in a far more complete scheme of
Home Rule than the wretehed makeshifts
of Gladstone or Mr. Asquith,

The only solution of the Irish question
that will bear examination for half an
hour is the American one; that is, the
federation of the three nations (four, if

|
|
|
i
i
'.
i
|
|

you count the Welsh), with Ireland in
it on the same terms as England and
Scotland. England suffers severely from
the lack of Home Rule and of an English
Parliament., So does Seotland; and,
what is more, Scotland knows it. All
three nations suffer from the fact that
their common Parliament, which is neith-
er Irish, English nor Scotch, is nobody’s
Parliament. It is too much cumbered
with local business and local representa-
tives to attend to its imperial business,
and too much distracted by the conse-
quences of its neglect of its imperial
business to attend to its local business,
It pretends to understand both and un-
derstands neither. It is pompous, windy,
ignorant, despised and found out. What
Dickens knew about it fifty years ago the
world knows now. Sir Edward will sit in
an Irish parliament yet, if only for the
generogity and public spirit with which
he refrained from exploiting the riging
of Iaster, 1514, for party purposes ir
Parliament. But I hope he will take a

course at the London School of Econom- |
Econo | sive and jealous policies, but in defence an«

ics and Political Science first, What ia
good enough for Westminster will not be
good enough for College Green.

in his amour-propre, instantly began ‘o
digparage the appearance of that fellow.

“Probably community of langusge rath-
er than of blood accounts for our sense of
kinehip, for & common mes:s of expression
cannot but mould thought and fesling into
some kind of unity. One can hardly over-
rate the intimaey which a common liters-
ture brings. A

“The American and Briton, especially
the British townsmean, have & kind o
bone-deep defiance of Fate, a readiness for
anything which may turn up, a dry, wry
smile under the blackest aky, and an indi-
vidual way of looking st things, which
nothing can shake. Americans and Britops
both, we mutt and will think for our
selves, and know why we do a thing before
we do it. We have that ingrained respect
for the individuzl conscience which is s.
the bottemn of all free institutions. Bom
years before the war an intelligent and
cultivated Austrian who lad lived long
England was asked for his opinion oftthe
In many ways,’ he %aid, ‘[ think
you are inferior to us; but one great thing
I bave noticed about you which we have
not. Yoo think and act and speak for
yourselves.' If he had passed those years
in America insvead of in England he must
needs have pronounced the same Jjudgment
of Americans, -

“Under the pressure of this war there iz,
beneath the lip service we pay to democ-
racy, a disporition to lose faith in it be-
cauge of its undoubled weakness and incon-
venience in a struggle with states auto-
cratically governed; there iz even a gort of
secret reacticn to autocracy. On those
lines there is no way out of a future of
bitter rivalries, chicanery and wars, and
the probuble total failure of our civiliza-
tion. The only cure which I can ses lies
in democratising the whole world and re-
moving the present weaknesses and shame
of democracy by education of the individua!
conscience in every country. Goodby o
that chance if Americsns and Britons fall
foul of each other, refuse to pool their
thoughts and hopes and to keep the gen-
cral vielfsre of mankind in view, They
have got to stand together, not in aggres

championship of the self-helpful, salf-gov-
In:;ning, Tlive and let live’ vhilosophy of
.-



